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²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ά!ƴ 9ǾƻƭǾƛƴƎ /ƘǳǊŎƘέ

We invite you to look through and enjoy 

this 2011 yearbook of the Suquamish 

United Church of Christ.

We hope you will enjoy learning ςor 

reminiscing ςabout the rich variety  of 

our programs.

Then prayerfully consider your ability 

to make a generous financial pledge to 

support these programs in 2012.  

ά! bŜǿ .ŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎέ  ōȅ tŀǎǘƻǊ ¢ƻƳ ¢ƘǊŜǎƘŜǊ (4/24/11) 3

A pledge card and envelope are located 

in the front pocket of the yearbook.  

Please complete the information, seal 

the card in the envelope, and place it 

in the back pocket of the yearbook.

Thank you for your contributions of 

time and money, which are vital in making 

the Suquamish United Church of Christ  

a thriving spiritual community.

To show that you have had an opportunity 

to see this yearbook, please sign your 

name on the sheet provided in the front of 

the notebook.



Suquamish Congregation
Χ!ƴ 9ǾƻƭǾƛƴƎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ

I have a pretentious claim to make: churches are needed, now more than 

ever.  Ask random people, and many will tell you that churches are irrelevant.  

Any number of surveys tell us that churches are declining, especially progressive 

ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎΦ  aŀƴȅ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ƭƻƻƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άƎƻƻŘ ƻƭŘ Řŀȅǎέ ƻŦ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 

ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŘƻƎƳŀǘƛŎ ƻǊ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭΦ  .ǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΧ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΦ  

Instead of looking backwards, I believe churches should be at the leading edge 

of human evolution.

It may not look like it from our modern/postmodern viewpoint, but churches 

have long been on the leading edge of human evolution.  When we organized 

ourselves as warring tribes, the church taught humanity to seek a higher order: 

the realm of God.  When reason and rationality reached a tipping point in 

the West, the Protestant reformation brought reason and scholarship to faith.  

The Axial Age and the Enlightenment were evolutionary leaps, when life 

changed radically and quickly (in evolutionary terms).  

We appear to be in the midst of another evolutionary leap. 

The thing about evolutionary leaps is that they look much better in retrospect.  

They can be hell to go through.  It is the nature of evolutionary leaps to be 

uncertain and profoundly challenging to those in the midst of them.  Our time 

is no different.  And the church has an essential role to play because we have 

two resources possessed by no other institution.  We own the great cultural 

ƳȅǘƘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƛǾŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎΤ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎΩ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ  

Suquamish Congregation, nestled here in quasi-rural obscurity, has leapt into 

its role at the leading edge of human evolution.  As we celebrate the full depth 

of our Christian tradition, we are both grounded and poised for the changes 

that are coming.  As we experiment with new ways of experiencing our faith, 

we are rooted in the best parts of our tradition, from magical to postmodern, 

ŦǊƻƳ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀƭΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ŦƛƴŜ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ƛǘΦ

.ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ Χ ¢ƻƳ

ά!ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 9ŎǎǘŀǎȅΣ ǘƘŜ [ŀǳƴŘǊȅΣέ ōȅ tŀǎǘƻǊ ¢ƻƳ ¢ƘǊŜǎƘŜǊ (3/6/11)4



An Evolving Church

²Ŝ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘŀǘ άŀƴ ŜǾƻƭǾƛƴƎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘέ 
ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΦ  IŜǊŜΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀƛŘΦ

LΩƳ ŀƴ ŀǇŜΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ 
worried that other people 
will find out as they all 
turn into butterflies.

ά²ƘŀǘΩǎ IŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ IŜǊŜΚέ ōȅ tŀǎǘƻǊ ¢ƻƳ ¢ƘǊŜǎƘŜǊ (1/23/11)  

Lǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ 
stuck in the mud.

Many things are possible.

²ŜΩǊŜ ƻǇŜƴΣ ƴƻǘ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ς
on many levels. This 
includes being open to 
expanding our theology.

I personally have evolved 
from being this little lady 
who figured if 
I prayed hard enough 
it would happen, to being 
someone who figures 
ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴȅ 
difference.  There is no 
making God do stuff.
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²ŜΩǊŜ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ 
new insights and new 
ways.

This church is 
open to new ideas. 
LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǎŜǘ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ǿŀȅǎΦ



Staff

Rev. Tom Thresher
Pastor

Sue Mangold
Christian Education Coordinator

Kathy Haug
Organist / Pianist / Web  Manager

AiyaMaston
Church Administrator

Marilyn Karr
Music Facilitator

ά¢ƘŜ 9ȄǘǊŜƳŜ aƛŘŘƭŜ ²ŀȅΣέ ōȅ tŀǎǘƻǊ ¢ƻƳ ¢ƘǊŜǎƘŜǊ (3/20/11)6



Board of Administration

We keep the congregation up-to-date 

and informed through the newsletter  

ά¢ƘŜ [ƛƴƪέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ 

ŜƳŀƛƭ ά¢ƘŜ aƛǎǎƛƴƎ [ƛƴƪΦέ

²Ŝ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ά9ǾŜƴǘέ 

to use the power of social 

networking to help publicize 

the Swami Beyondananda.

άCǊŜŜŘƻƳ ŀƴŘ wŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅΣέ ōȅ /ŀǊǊƛŜ DŜƴǘƛƭŜ (7/3/11)

We undertook an update of 

our Church Constitution,

working with other Boards 

and the congregation, 

ςŀ ōƛƎ Ƨƻō ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎΗ

We developed a 

new  brochure and

a business card

for the church.

Our website serves as 

a source of information 

for the congregation 

and presents the face  of

the church to the public.
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RESONSIBILITIES:

Church Administration
Coordination of Boards
Meetings
Policy
Board Nominations

Communication
Newsletter
Website
Facebook Page
Advertising
Calendar
Press Relations


